Reversible acute renal failure after unilateral extracorporeal shock-wave lithotripsy.
Extracorporeal shock-wave lithotripsy (ESWL) is the treatment of choice for the majority of patients with renal or proximal ureteral stones. We describe an unusual case of anuric renal failure following ESWL, in absence of obstruction or myoglobinuria, in the presence of unilateral nephrolithiasis and two normally functioning kidneys. A mechanism for this patient's acute renal failure (ARF) is postulated. Although the frequency of ARF after ESWL is extremely rare and the mechanism responsible for ARF is not understood, the appearance of ARF, when ureteral obstruction or hematoma are absent, should be included among complications following EWSL. Attention should be paid to older patients.